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A publication of
APPALACHIAN VOICES

191 Howard Street ® Boone, NC 28607
1-877-APP-VOICE

www.AppalachianVoices.org

Appalachian Voices brings people together to solve the environmental
problems having the greatest impact on the central and southern
Appalachian Mountains. Our mission is to empower people to
defend our region’s rich natural and cultural heritage by providing

Appalachia’s
Not-So-
Silent Spring

Silent spring it was not. Appalachia
has been in an uproar all winter and
spring over the environmental impacts of
coal mining, as many stories in this issue
will show.

them with tools and strategies for successful grassroots campaigns.

Appalachian Voices sponsors the Upper Watauga Riverkeeper® and

is also a Member of the Waterkeeper® Alliance.
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TVA’s ash disaster of December
2008 - which still poses grave health risks
(p. 23) — was followed by a wave of winter
protests against coal, such as the Capitol
Climate Action and Powershift protests

Photo of the March 2 Capitol Climate Action by Mark Schmerling

in Washington DC. Activists were arrested in Charleston, W. Va and Knoxville, Tenn. (p. 6) February and March saw
bureaucratic twists and turns over environmental regulations (See p. 7), and the desperate and difficult fight against
mountaintop removal coal mining caught fire nationwide, as new state legislation and new university divestment cam-

paigns went public.

Meanwhile, the Clean Water Protection Act, a national
bill to stop mountaintop removal, moved close to 150
cosponsors in the House.

As government sanctioned destruction of the environ-
ment begins to come to an end, the nation is starting, at
long last, to turn to conservation, renewable energy and
the creation of green jobs. Political conservatives are also

Civil Disobedience on the Rise.................. p.6
: A Look at Green Collar Jobs .................... p.12
 Blair Mountain Named Historic Site......... p.17
New Data from Coal Ash Spill................. p. 23

getting on board, inspired by the enduring legacy of conservationists like Teddy Roosevelt.
A bipartisan view is emerging: It's not jobs OR the environment. It's both. As winter ends, a lot of the old ideas

are thawing out.

Our not-so-silent spring heralds great promise for Appalachia’s future.

Across Appalachia ........ccccooeeicivcininicicenes

-- Bill Kovarik, Editor

Heirlooms, Seed Swaps and Cultural Memory .....p. 8

Migratory Bird Populations Decrease......
Hiking the Highlands: Comers Rock .......

PBS Documentary Features Appalachia

Editorials and Letters .......cccooveveeveeevreennes

Naturalist’s Notebook - Tall Trees of VA

Inside Appalachian Voices........c.ccoecueunceee

Cover photo:

Four employees of Southern Energy Management, all
also alumni of Appalachian State University, installed
the framework for a photovoltaic system on the ASU
campus. They are Jimmy Thompson, ‘06 appropriate
technology, Justin Stiles, ‘08 appropriate technology,
Max Isaacs, ‘03 psychology, and ].R. Whitley, 06
appropriate technology. Photo by ASU photographer
Marie Freeman, courtesy of ASU
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Outside the City

/ l ﬁ ppalachian Spring,” the ballet composed by Aaron Copeland,

may be one of the most treasured pieces of music in the

American classical CANIOTY, e eee s essesseasesssen
but if it's Americana music that you're
looking for, there’s nothing better than
Appalachian summer.

As the weather gets warmer and

Music Festivals
Throughout
Appalachia

Story by David Brewer

the days getlonger, the summer music
festival season begins. From bluegrass
to old-time to good old-fashioned rock
and roll, the season’s music festival
has something (and often more than one thing) for everyone. Get a taste
of the region’s offerings below...

Grammy Award-winning artist
Kathy Mattea will headline the

- ST o T - U inaugural Mountain Aid festival
= i fgj; ’ ~a _in Chapel Hill, NC, June 19 - 21
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Story by David Brewer

Music is often moving, but only once in a
while does it help keep mountains from being
moved. That is the hope behind the inaugural
Mountain Aid festival, an ambitious effort to
directly affect environmental change.

Slated to take place from Friday to
Sunday, June 19 to 21, at the Shakori Hills
festival grounds just south of Chapel Hill in
Chatham County, NC, Mountain Aid is be-
ing billed as “a concert to end mountaintop
removal and create a clean energy future for
North Carolina and beyond.”

Mountain Aid will raise funds for the
Pennies of Promise campaign to build a new
school for the children of Marsh Fork Elemen-
tary. Located in Raleigh County, W. Va., the
school sits just 225 feet from a coal loading
silo that releases chemical-laden coal dust and
400 yards from a 385-foot tall leaking sludge
dam with a nearly 3 billion gallon capacity.
According to the Pennies of Promise website,
independent studies have shown the school to
be full of coal dust.

Headlining the festival will be Grammy
Award-winning country artist Kathy Mattea,
whose recent release, COAL, deals specifically
with the West Virginia native’s many personal
ties to the subject. Raised near Charleston, W.
Va., her mining heritage runs throughout both
sides of the family: both her parents grew up in
coal camps, both her grandfathers were miners,
and her mother worked for the local United

ﬁodntain Aid

The Concert to End Mountaintop Removal

Mine Workers Association union office. Mattea’s
father was saved from the mines by an uncle
who paid his nephew’s way through college.

The songs on COAL are more than just min-
ing songs. Mattea said she wanted to pay tribute
to her place and her people on a record thatis as
much a textured novel as it is an album. “It’s a
coming together of a lot of different threads in
my life,” said Mattea on her website.

Other performers include rising cello
star Ben Sollee, festival favorites Donna The
Buffalo, upbeat reggae-tinged rockers the Sim
Redmond Band and more.

When his granddaughter returned home
from school sick, Pennies of Promise founder
Ed Wiley fought to get the school moved away
from the massive neighboring mountaintop
removal mine despite government inaction.
According to West Virginia state officials, con-
struction of a new school is a fiscal impossibil-
ity, but that was not going to keep Wiley and
scores of concerned citizens from taking it upon
themselves to come to the children’s aid.

To kick off the campaign, Wiley presented
West Virginia Governor Joe Manchin with $400
in pennies. He then walked more than 300 miles
from his home in Rock Creek, W. Va. all the
way to Washington, D.C. to continue the fight.
Funds generated by Mountain Aid will help the
Pennies of Promise campaign move closer to
their goal of $8 million to fund the new school
and move the children out of harm’s way.

Continued on next page

MerleFest
Thursday to Sunday, April 23 to 26
Wilkesboro, NC
www.metrlefest.org

More than two decades after the
first crop of pickers performed to a
few hundred music fans on the back
of a pair of flatbed trucks, the mother
of all Americana festivals is still going
strong. With no less than 14 indoor
and outdoor stages spread across
the expansive Wilkes Community
College campus located in the North
Carolina foothills, MerleFest is truly a
music lover’s dream.

In addition to its staggering
lineup, MerleFest has also long been
known for its family-safe environ-
ment. Besides its alcohol-free policy,
the Little Pickers stage offers enter-
tainment for kids all weekend long.

French Broad

River Festival

Friday to Sunday, May 1 to 3

Hot Springs, NC
www.frenchbroadriverfestival.com

Part live music throw-down,

part outdoor adventure festival and
part benefit, the 12th Annual French
Broad River Festival combines the
typical outdoor musical festival as-
pects with high adventure including
whitewater rafting, mountain bike
racing and stewardship. At $60 per
ticket in advance before April 20, it
is one of the best festival bargains
around. Proceeds from the festival
will benefit American Whitewater, the
Hot Springs Community Learning
Center and Hope For Holt.

The festival is also family-friendly
and will feature a kids’ village starring
national balloon-turning champion
Becky the Balloon Lady.

Lake Eden Arts
Festival (LEAF)
Thursday to Sunday, May 7 to 10
Black Mountain, NC
www.theleaf.com

Taking place at the beautiful
Camp Rockmont in Black Mountain,
the Lake Eden Arts Festival (better
known as LEAF) has long been one
of the most musically diverse festivals
in the region, both during its fall and
spring events. In addition to its more
than 60 performers, LEAF features a
kids’ village for the little ones, tons of
handcrafts, a poetry slam, gourmet
festival food through its culinary arts
program, and lots of healing arts
to align your mind, body and soul.
LEAF is, in every way, a feast for the
senses.

Ralph Stanley’s Hills of
Home Bluegrass Festival

Thurs. to Saturday, May 21 to 23

McClure, Va.

www.drralphstanley.com

Not only is Dr. Ralph Stanley one

of the founding fathers of bluegrass,
he has also been hosting one of the
region’s best gatherings of pickers and
singers for nearly 40 years. This year’s
festival features Stanley & The Clinch
Mountain Boys, Gillian Welch, Jim Lau-
derdale, Cherryholmes and more. No
alcohol is allowed in the concert area.

Continued on next page
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Music Festivals Throughout Appalachia

Continued from previous page

Fiddler’s Grove Ole Time
Fiddlers & Bluegrass Fest
Friday to Sunday, May 22 to 24

Union Grove, NC

www.fiddlersgrove.com

Billed as the oldest continually run
festival of its kind in the nation, the 85th
annual Fiddler’s Grove Ole Time Fiddlers
& Bluegrass Festival in Union Grove is an
absolute must for diehard fans of bluegrass
and old-time music who love nothing better
than to hear the best pickers and singers in
both genres.

Taking place at the Fiddler’'s Grove
campground, the famed event will feature
performances by more than 50 old-time
and bluegrass bands in junior and senior
categories vying for the coveted top honors
in the festival’s band competition. Like Mer-
leFest, the Fiddler’s Grove Ole Time Fiddlers
& Bluegrass Festival is a family event. No
alcohol is allowed.

Graves Mountain
Festival of Music
Thursday to Saturday,
May 28 to 30
Syria, Va.
www.gravesmountain.
com/bluegrass
The Graves Mountain Fes-
tival of Music features a slew
of top-notch bluegrass acts
including Rhonda Vincent and
The Rage, Larry Cordle and
Lonesome Standard Time, llird Tyme Out,
Cherryholmes, The Seldom Scene and many
more. Those wishing to camp must purchase
a three-day ticket. Children under age 11
enter free with an adult ticket holder.

ROMP
Wednesday to Saturday, June 24 to 27
Owenshoro, Ky.
www.blugrassmuseum.org
Billed as a “jamming bluegrass festival,”
the River of Music Festival, better known as

Mountain Aid

Continued from previous page

i For more information on the nonprofit, click
fto www.penniesofpromise.org.

Wiley’s fight to help his grand-
i daughter’s school was documented in the
! award-winning Michael O’Connell docu-
mentary, Mountaintop Removal. Among
i its many accolades, the film received the
i Reel Current Award at the 2008 Nashville
Film Festival—an award selected and
i presented by Al Gore.

5 Of additional importance is the timing
i of the event, as the North Carolina assem-
bly will be in session to debate House Bill
2709, a bill to outlaw the use of MTR coal
i within the state. According to Duke Energy,
North Carolina is the second largest con-

sumer of coal mined through mountaintop
removal in the nation.

Mountain Aid is sponsored by the Ohio
Valley Environmental Coalition (OHVEC),
a nonprofit organization formed in 1987
whose mission is to organize and maintain
adiverse grassroots organization dedicated
to the improvement and preservation of the
environment through education, grassroots
organizing and coalition building, leader-
ship development and media outreach.

Tickets for Mountain Aid are on sale
now. Advance tickets are $22.50 and can be
purchased via the event website by clicking
to www.mtnaid.com. Tickets at the gate will
be $30. Tent camping passes are $10 and
vehicle camping passes are $40. For more
information, click to www.mtnaid.com.

in the :ﬂejmn

@ F(ppa/acﬁmn Voices'
crack staff of tasters!

Hwy 321 Bypass
Blowing Rock,North Carolina

(828) 295-3651

www.woodlandsbbq.com

Open for lunch and dinmer. Closed Mondays.
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The numerous stages at Floydfest

in Floyd, Va. (July 23-26) provide "
“a wide variety of musical styles.

~ Photo by Jamie Goodman ~

ROMP, will feature lots of bluegrass greats
including Larry Sparks & The Lonesome
Ramblers, J.D. Crowe & The New South,
The Dan Tyminski Band, Doyle Lawson &
Quicksilver and many more.

All Good Music Festival
Thursday to Sunday, July 9 to 12
Masontown, W. Va.
www.allgoodfestival.com

For the last several years, Masontown,
W. Va.’s All Good Music Festival has been
a jam lover’s dream and this year is no dif-
ferent. Many of the genre’s biggest names
will be laying down the grooves including
Ben Harper, Bob Weir & Ratdog, Umphrey’s
McGee, moe., STS9, Yonder Mountain
String Band, Les Claypool, Keller Williams
and dozens more. The festival also features
special family camping/quiet camping ar-
eas and lots of kids’ activities.

Floydfest 8

Thursday to Sunday, July 23 to 26
Floyd, Va.
www.atwproductions.com

With a diverse line-up of musicians
playing everything from funk, rock and soul,
to more eclectic world-beat sounds and
roots music styles from around the world,
Floydfest is one of the best festivals around
for true music lovers. Held in a gorgeous
spot just off the Blue Ridge Parkway, this
year’s festival features Blues Traveler, Grace
Potter & The Nocturnals, Forro in the Dark,
The Duhks, Peter Rowan, Toubab Krewe,

Railroad Earth and many more.
The event also features lots of
camping and the Children’s Uni-
verse play area.

Appalachian
String Band
Music Festival
Wed. to Sunday, July 29 to Aug. 2
Clifitop, W. Va.
www.wvculture.org/stringband/
Known throughout the roots
music world as Clifftop, the Ap-
palachian String Band Music
Festival takes place at Camp Washington
Carver and features a host of instrument
competitions, square dances, performances
and workshops. A more modern take on the
fiddlers’ conventions, Clifftop also features
daily yoga classes and kids activities.

Franklin Music Festival
Friday and Saturday, Sept. 11 and 12
Franklin, Ky.
www.franklinkymusicfestival.com

Taking place in Bluegrass Music RV
Park, the annual Franklin Music Festival will
again host a stellar group of bluegrass and
country music performers including Rhonda
Vincent & The Rage, Connie Smith, The
Dillards, the Lonesome River Band, Grass-
towne and more.

Bristol Rhythm &

Roots Reunion
Friday to Sunday, September 18 to 20
Bristol, Va./Tenn.
www.bristolrhythm.com

Bristol’s annual Rhythm & Roots Reunion
features a staggering mix of bluegrass, Ameri-
cana, traditional country, Celtic, old-time,
singer-songwriter and blues artists at indoor
and outdoor venues on and around State
Street. Some of this year’s headliners include
Patty Loveless, Tim O’Brien, Scythian, Justin
Townes Earle, the Darrell Scott Band and Dr.
Dog. If you’re looking to camp, you'll have to
make your own arrangements.

The Best Espresso In
The Tangible Universe.

the dripolator
coffeehou%

Organic, Fair Trade
and Ooh Babv'
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Mestled in an enchanted river valley,
rustic countryside & a place Charles Kuralt called “a destination”, ."
you'll find a vintage country store filled with traditional housewares,
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comfortable clothing, custom-fit footwear & quality outdoor &

“On the National Register of Historic Places”
Valle Crucis 828-963-6511 * Boone * Waynesville
Hendersonville * Asheville * Greenville, SC

Shop Online at MastStore.com ® Open Daily
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